DOBSON MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Preschool: 1130 S. San Jose, Mesa, AZ 85202
K-12: 745 S. Extension, Mesa, AZ 85210

Quality, nurturing education since 1980
Architect designed childds environments off
enrichment experiences for 2to 18 year old students.

Education for a lifetime!
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The best preparation for being a happy and useful man or woman
is to live fully as a child. ~Plowden Report

A childdés play is the childds wor k. Children
information an d understand the world in which they live. At Dobson
Mont essor.i School, we believe the childds wor

provide each child with opportunities to grow, learn, and express individuality
within a positive environment.



Howweare di f fer ent t han

~Child centered environment

~Learning to learn

~Personal responsibility
~Care of self and the environment
~Learning through doing
~1- 8 teacher student ratios
~Hands on experiences

~Wor k at t he
~Intellectual, a cademic
~Love of learning

~Positive self - esteem

~Creative expression

~Freedom through inner discipline

~Positive approach

~Aesthetic environment

~Respect for others

~Interpersonal relationships

~Problem solving
~Balanced blend of academic, social,
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The Environment

The campuses are architect designed to best meet the needs of children. Large

open windows fill the classrooms with light and connect children to nature. Patio

areas allow simultaneous indoor - outdoor activities and windows, furniture, wet
areas, and bathr ooms are child - sized. Children learn an appreciation of beauty
and order at a very young age and our physical environment plays a part in own
physical well - being. Gardens, orchards, flowers, and animals surround the
classrooms. Children deserve the brig ht, cheerful, aesthetic environment
provided at Dobson Montessori School.
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The Staff

We are certified through the Training Centre for the Montessori Method of
Education which was founded by Maria Montessori herself in 1946. Our staff is
carefully selected for their academic credentials and ability to relate to children
in a positive, nurtu ring manner. Our staff is very consistent and experienced;
many have been with us for ~ over 20 years . You will find both men and women
teachers in our classrooms as we believe it is important for children to be
exposed to good role models of both sexes. Michael and Suzanne -
3

Woodford founded the school in 1979. Their backgrounds in
education, child development, gifted education, and psychology
facilitated their desire to provide the educational excellence
which has been enjoyed by the hundreds of studen ts who
have passed through our doors. You can find Michael

directing the preschool campus while Suzanne administers

the K - 12 campus. Please call on them with any questions.




Questions?

What is Montessori?

Maria Montessori was the first woman to receive a medical degree in Italy. Born in 1870.
Her educational philosophies and teaching techniques spread throughout the world by the
time of her death in 1952. Dr. Montessori beli  eved the best way to teach young children
was to cooperate with their natural inquisitiveness and ability to acquire knowledge through
the senses. She developed special teaching materials and techniques to allow young children
to more readily develop thei r full potential.

What will my child learn at Dobson Montessori?

Each child progresses at his or her own rate; no child is prodded to do work for which they

are not ready or held back from exploring an area of interest. The environment is prepared

to all ow each child exposure to 1) academics -math, science, geography, language arts with
emphasis on phonics, literature, and writing 2)social skills  -involving practical life, care of the
environment and self, cooperation, respect for others and the community, group
interactions, forming friendships, interpersonal relationships 3) cultural exposure to art,

music, crafts, dance, drama, and imaginative expression 4) physical education including
creative movement, large and small muscle development, team skills, an d coordination.

How is the classroom arranged?

The Montessori materials are displayed on low open shelves and children select what interest
them. They learn to complete what they begin and clean up afterward. This allows each
child to become self -direct ed while learning responsibility and progressing at an individual
rate. Teachers act as facilitators, relating to the children as individuals with separate
needs. Lessons are presented by teachers throughout the day to small groups of children.
The classes also meet together for line time to share in community lessons and activities.

There is no teacherds desk in the front of the ro
with the children to present | essons taatherftanee chi | d
the center of each dayod6s activities. Cl asses are

to differing teaching styles.

Why are classes not separated by age or grade?

Montessori believes not all children are ready for the same work at the s ame time because
of their chronological age. Younger children benefit by observing older ones; older children
learn self -worth by helping younger ones. This is a natural environment as with siblings
within a family.

How important is a good preschool education?

Research has shown that more than 65% of a chil dods
is formed by the age of five! The preschool years are critical to forming the adult of

tomorrow!



PRESCHOOL CAMPUS
for 2 %2 - 5 year olds
1130 S. San Jos e Mesa,AZ 85202

Our unique blend of academic and social enrichment will be a positive experience

for your child. As a private school, not a daycare center, e ach class is limited
in size and maintains a1 - 8 teacher child ratio with blended ages to allow e ach
child to progress at his or her own pace in a natural setting as with siblings.
Curriculum includes pre -reading, phonics, mathematics with manipulatives,
science, literature, cultural studies, art, music, animals, sensorial, practical

life, and more. A different themed cross - curriculum unit is  presented each
month. Parent teacher conferences are held in the spring and fall. Our small

school setting insures each child feels a part of the community. Research has

shown children need the familiarity and stability of the same friends and
teachers each day and function best in small groups. Therefore, class size is

' i mited and we ac c dwpotthreepandifiderdaymptions isctuding
part and full day programs are available to fit your needs. H ealthful snacks
are provided in the morning and afternoon as part of our practical life activities.

At Dobson Montessori School,you r c hi |
1 Watch a butterfly hatch from a cocoon

Collect eggs from the chickens

Share an orange with special  friend

Build a tower to the ceiling or a tunnel in the sand

Learn to tie a shoe or button a sweater

Paint a yellow cow or make a necklace of rainbow beads
Feel the joy that comes by combining the sounds of h - u- g- and discovering the word hug
Build a bird feeder and identify the wren who eagerly eats the bits of food

Discover that 7 tiny bears can be represented by the number 7 and write it, too!
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K- 12 CAMPUS
For 5 - 18 year old students
745 S. Extension Mesa, AZ 85210

Nestled in an acre and half citrus orchar d with goats, chickens, dogs, reptiles,
and organic gardens, our K - 12 students enjoy spacious open classrooms, a two
story tree house, an amphitheater for drama presentations, elective classes,
monthly field trips, foreign language, computers, art masterpi ece program,
research skills, firing ceramics in our kiln, camping trips, Shakespeare festival,

team and leadership workshops, intensive STEM curriculum, and the highest
standards in academic excellence. 1 -8 teacher student ratios insure
individualized at tention. Best of all, our students love school and learning and

are part of a community where friends are made for life.

As children progress through each level
of the Montessori program, they gain
more and more layers of advantage!
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KINDERGARTEN

(for students 4 - 6 years old)

Kindergarten is the most important year! Children are ma king their way to the
elementary years ahead and forming their foundations in literacy and self -
esteem. Our separate kindergarten program allows a step up for these students

as they work ati ndividually paced academics. We  include Spanish, computers,
monthly fiel d trips, animals, art, music, PE, and more, allin a specially prepared
environment to challenge and stimulate a love of learning in the kindergarten
student. Monthly cross - curriculum learning units help the child apply what they
learn to the real world. Children should be 5 by September 1 t, but exceptions
can be made on an individual basis. Some families do two years of this program

to give their developing child a solid foundation.

Curriculum

Phonics, decoding, reading, comprehension

Math with Montessori manipulatives and abstract applications
Science experiments

Writing with manuscript handwriting
Express original thoughts in written form
Monthly thematic units
Art

PE

Animal care

Sensorial

Practical Life

Cooking

Problem solving
Friendship development
Communication skills
Respect for self, others, the environment

Music (with students performing on stage at the Mesa Art Center)

I - -
Building confidence as the child moves from the home to a community of friends



PRIMARY
(1%t- 3" grade for students 6-9 year s old)

The primary elementary curriculum is designed to give the student the best possible

basics or building blocks of academic excellence. These are the years of literacy when

the child incorporates these skills most readily. Emphasis is on mastering r eading,
phonics, writing, math, science, oral language, motor skills, study habits, and social

skills. 1t is during these crucial years that we learn the skills of literacy that will

decide our future academic success or failure. The ability to learn how to learn is
formed and t heestedmiislsalidified. K iethefgoal of the primary program
to facilitate each childds success through-an indi

by- step to a love of learning and a firm academic foundation.

LAN GUAGE ARTS Phonics, r eading spelling, comprehension, vocabulary
development and application, classic and contemporary literature,
extensive creative writing and editing, English grammar, spelling, non -
fiction, research.

WRITING _ Journal, research paperwr itin g, creative story composition,
poetry, play writing, manuscript, cursive, calligraphy , bookmaking .

MATH Counting, ordinal numbers, fractions, relative values, addition

subtraction, place value, beginning geometry and algebra, measuring,
money, graphing, multiplication, division, concrete manipulatives
introduce abstract concepts.

SCIENCE Hands- on experiments, far m and classroom animals , botany,
zoology, physics, nature study, ecology, theory formulation, human
systems, earth science, field study, classification, principles of motion,

and monthly field trips.

SOCIAL STUDIES Cultural studies, current events, map skills,
research reports, world history, US history, hands - on projects , maps,
globes, graphs .

PHYSICAL EDUCATION Team sports, fitness, sportsmanship,
Presidential Fitness Program , gross and fine motor development, skill
games, aerobics, individual conditioning, healthy choices




HUMANITIES Art, music, drama, integrated cultural studies,
ceramics, sculpture, musical performance, theater, painting, drawing,
museum visits, art, and music history. Students perform at the Mesa
Art Center with a musical presentation each year in December.

COMPUTERS Up to date in - room computer center offers instruction
in operation, programs, word processing, skill reinforcement.

SPANISH  Conversation, vocabulary, language lab, games, culture

STUDY SKILLS Use of a day planner, test taking skills, time -
management, and goal setting.

ELECTIVES Choose from cooking, woodworking, science fiction writing,

soccer, chess club, improvisation, robotics, gardening, stress
relaxation, swing dancing, a nd much more!




